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Controversial celebrity chef Pete Evans has been promoting the Nightcap Village plans in 


a series of online videos. (Supplied: YouTube) 


Plans for a mega-commune promoted by controversial celebrity chef Pete Evans on the New South Wales 


Far North Coast have been rejected by planning authorities. 


The Nightcap Village 'rural land sharing community' Key points: 


was seeking to create nearly 400 dwelling plots on 
= The Nightcap Village development 


application was for 392 dwelling 
plots on 1,500 hectares of rural land in 
The project was put forward with a hefty price tag of the Tweed Shire 


1,500 hectares of rural land near the foot of 
Wollumbin-Mt Warning in the Tweed Shire. 


$39.8 million for stage one of 12 stages, which would = Controversial celebrity chef Pete 


Evans features in several promotion 
videos for the project 


have involved only 'relatively minor works' relating to 


internal roads. 
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The developers had been seeking financial investment = The Northern Regional Planning Panel 
in the project, with the help of Evans, who has been unanimously rejected the application 
spruiking the Nightcap Village. 


"The philosophy or ethos is do no harm," he said in a promotional video. "That's a pretty good f***ing 


philosophy." 


Evans has recently been fined more than $100,000 by the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) for 
repeated breaches of advertising rules around health products, including one he claimed could be used 


in relation to coronavirus. 


The Nightcap Village website says he is in a "Long-term commercial arrangement" with the project 


developers. 


Tweed Shire Council planned to reject the development application but a revised costing made the 


Northern Regional Planning Panel the approval authority. 


Environmental, legal and safety concerns flagged 


After a two-and-a-halfhour hearing on Wednesday afternoon, the panel announced it had come toa 


unanimous decision to reject the application. 


Chair Paul Mitchell said they were not satisfied the proposal was permissible under State Environmental 
Planning Policy (SEPP). 


"The panelis not satisfied the proposed use is permissible because it 
does not satisfy the provisions of schedule five of the rural land sharing 
SEPP," he said. 


The policy covers a range of issues including water and waste management, bushfire management, 


development density and environmental factors. 


The panel heard authorities had flagged a number of environmental, legal and safety concerns with the 


concept, staged development application. 


A Tweed Shire Council report submitted to the panel — recommending the project be refused — found it 
would have “significant impact on the natural and environmentally sensitive areas, cultural heritage, 


areas of high ecological value and Koala habitat.” 
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Aerial plans of the proposed Nightcap Village which were part of the Tweed Shire 


Council's report to the Northern Regional Planning Panel. (Supplied: Tweed Shire 


Council) 


“(It) would require extensive land clearing of approximately 106 hectares of native vegetation witha 
further 220 hectares of impact in native populations,” a Department of Planning, Industry 


and Environment biodiversity and habitat management assessment found. 


The site was also identified as being bushfire prone and NSW Rural Fire Service said based on current 


information it “cannot support the concept plan”. 


During public submissions, a number of residents spoke against the development, voicing concerns 
about the environmental and health impacts of almost 400 "off-grid" dwellings with no central power, 


sewage or water systems. 


There were also concerns about land clearing, council road degradation and an "ambiguous land 


ownership structure". 


The Nightcap Village website promotes the community as a way of getting "back to the tribal wisdom of 


living in harmony with Mother Nature as well as the fundamental Lore of Doing No Harm." 
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Design plans from a promotion video of the Nightcap Village. (Supplied: Youtube) 
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